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Annual Harvey Barrett Senior Appreciation Day  
Mar ch  13 ï Volunteers Needed!  

By Mike Withrow  

 

  See you all on Saturday, Mar. 13  at the Senior Appreciation Day  prepared for the senior 
citizens of our community. Shamrocks and Leprechauns  will decorate the Buddhist Hall. 
Leonette Stafford  is the chairperson.  

  Many club members have stepped up to be part of the entertainment which is a great way 
to showcase the talents of Rotarians. Others have signed up to work in the kitchen under the  

direction of capable Rosie  and Rich Bergen . Dan Newquist  will do us proud with his ace 
barbeque cre w. Eric Cohen  will once again have his wagon and horses hitched up for wagon 
rides. The Red Badgers are excited about being on clean up duty and canôt wait to show off 

their mopping skills.  
  If you havenôt already signed up for a job, please contact Leonette by email 

( lstafford@aadnet.com ) or after our next meeting. Working together is what makes the 
Morgan Hill Club the best Club ever!  

 
 
 

Pennies for Polio  Campaign Launched  
By Theresa Kiernan  

 

  It appears the adage ñNever a dull momentò applies very well to the 
activities of The Rotary Foundation this year.  We certainly have been busy 

which prompts me to write you and bring you up to date on where we stand 
currently.  
  Our club goal for the Foundation campaign was set at $18,000 and as of 

Februa ry 3 we have collected $16,014.00.  If we compare our progress to 
our fellow clubs in Area 6, the Rotary Club of Morgan Hill has donated the 

most dollars (in spite of not being the biggest club), the most per capita at $151.38 and the 
highest percentage of reaching our goal at 86%.  This data warms my heart because it tells 
me that we have the most generous people in our Club.  THANK YOU!  

  Next, Del Foster , Bob Moulthrop , Lisa Aragon , the President of the Central School 
Interact, Jorge Briones  and I were at t he City Council meeting on Wednesday, February 

24.  Mayor Tate  proclaimed the month of March as The Rotary Club of Morgan Hillôs Pennies 
for Polio Campaign month to raise $2000.  This fundraiser is intended as a community effort 

to support the Polio  Plus cam paign to eradicate polio worldwide.  Coin containers will be at 
every Rotary meeting during the month of March and so donôt forget to bring any and all 
change to the meetings and fill those containers.  We are inviting businesses in the area to 

take a contai ner and place it in their stores.   Please see me at the beginning of our meetings 
at the registration table to get your container for your office and take an extra to ask a local 

business owner to help us in our efforts.  We have 5 more weeks to go, let ôs r aise $2000 and 
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more!  
  Another aspect of Foundation activity involves working with any of you who have 1000 

recognition points and would like to make someone near and dear to you a Paul Harris 
Fellow.  I will be contacting you about this so that I can put t he wheels in motion for you.  
Please mark your calendar on May 5 th  for the Awards Ceremony Luncheon.    

  And finally, if you havenôt had a chance to participate in making a contribution to the 
Foundation, please join us.  While we know that Rotary Internatio nal would like all members 

to donate at a particular level, for me participation is the key for whatever amount is most 
comfortable for you.  So please write your check today!  And remember, this really isnôt about 
reaching our goal.  It is more about what Rotary can do for so many less fortunate around 

the world because of our generosity as a Club to donate $18,000.00 to the Rotary 
Foundation.  

 
Your ñWickedò Foundation Chair, 
Theresa  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Red Badge Profile for Jackie Starkovich  

 

By Steve Tate  

 
  Jackie grew up on the peninsula in the Foster City/Atherton area and 

after graduating from San Jose State with a degree in Humanities and 
Art History, settled into Portola Valley where she lived  until four years 

ago.  She had bought her current house out on Redwood Retreat as a 
second home back in 2002, then moved into it in 2006 as her primary 
residence.  Jackie has a couple of grandchildren living down in the 

Hollywood area.  
  Jackie has serious ly pursued photography for many years, having 

earned a second degree in photography and also having done photo 
work professionally in the past.  She still considers it to be her primary 
hobby and gets to use her skills in conjunction with her current 

employ ment at Martin Ranch Winery near her home on Redwood 
Retreat.  Jackie joined Martin Ranch when it opened four years ago and 

does a lot of different things there, including managing their wine club 
and helping to manage (and photograph!) events.  She really l oves her 
job.  

  In addition to photography, Jackie has taken up the fiddle recently 
and finds that it is really a challenge.  Jackie loves music and attends a 

lot of music -oriented events when she can.  She also very much enjoys 
getting out for bike rides.  
  Jackie loves our community and when she came to visit Rotary with 

her sponsor, friend and fellow Martin Ranch worker Lisa De Silva , she 
felt an immediate bond with Rotarians.  She believes that by building on 

those bonds, she will become a greater part of and contributor to the 
community.  She hopes to grow ñdeep rootsò in our community as part 
of Rotary.   
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  Jackie hopes to help Martin Ranch Winery grow and prosper and get 
the Winery more involved in our community, as well.  She also wants to 

keep producing photographic and other forms of art.  She hasnôt talked 
much about her artistic/photographic skills at our meetings, so wanted 
to share that talent as part of this introduction.  Welcome Jackie  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Rotary Around the 

World! 
 

 

 
Photo of the month!  

 

Can you name this person?  
 

 
 

Rotary Clubs in Spain 'ceased to operate' shortly after the outbreak of the 

Spanish Civil War .  

Rotary Fun Fact  
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Local Students Represent Our Club in the District  
Rotary Speech Contest  

By Robin Neilson  

 
    I keep hearing how this year's speech contest was the 
best ever. Bob Moulthrop and I (and many others, I know) 

were blown away by the quality of the speeches this year. 
The stage presence of these students was so powerful, and 

if you knew some of the  pre -contest history of these 
students this year you would be quite impressed by how far 
they'd come.  

    This was the very first year that we had any contestants 
from Central High School. Not only was this the first year, 

but both of their performances we re amazing, and 
one  earned second place.   
 
 

 
Josiah Pete  

Central  

 
Melissa Hershey  

Central's president  
Second Place Winner 

 
Cesar Gamboa  

Live Oak  

 
Tyler Bushman  

Oakwood  

First Place Winner  

 
Samta Batra  

Oakwood  
Third Place Winner  

 
Roger Sanchez  

Live Oak  
 

Winston van Keulen  
Sobrato  

The competitors were:   Samta Batra , Roger Sanchez , Winston van Keulen , Cesar 

Gamboa , Josiah Pete , Hersh Singh  (photo not available) , Melissa Hershey  and  Tyler 
Bushman . 
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Congratulations to all who competed!  
 

The speech contest committee had much to do with the success of some of the participants, 
and certainly with the success of the event itself: Greg Sellers , Bob Moulthrop , Robin 
Nielsen  & Danny Wan . Our very own Bob Moulthrop  lit a fire under the committee' s feet 

and propelled us to greatness. Danny Wan  gave his own passionate speech to the students 
at Central encouraging two students to step forward and participate. He then coached them. 

David Lister  was behind the scenes supporting the committee as needed and also coaching 
one of the students from last year to compete again this year. I took charge of Live Oak, 
starting with 20 applicants and ending up with one student committed to competing, and 

one who was not so sure but who pulled through in the end. Di d I scare them away? I sure 
hope not!  

 
Thank you to the speech contest committee -  you were awesome -  and to these other folks 
who helped to make it an amazing event: David de la Cuesta  (for connecting us at the 

schools), David Lister , Gary Sargenti , Randy  Toch (for keeping track of time) and Ben 
Stein  (for his ultimate wisdom). I sure hope I have not forgotten someone -  please forgive 

me if I have.  
 
There is a group of us who are continuing to support and coach our winner to make it all the 

way to District . We met on Friday night to practice. Bob, Stephanie, Tyler (our winner), 
Tyler's family, Eric and myself will be heading down to Hollister for our area competition 

Monday, March 1st. Wish us luck! We have big plans for next year and will start working on 
it this summer. Are you interested in being part of this amazing team? See me!  
 

 
 

Summer Youth Exchange in Ameca, Mexico  
Is Looking for An Interested Student  

 
 By Robin Neilson  
 

Plans are under way for our second annual short term 
exchange. We will have three girls from Morgan Hill and three 
girls from Ameca participate. It's all about the girls this year! 

The dates are July 2nd -  July 30th. We are working on finding a 
third girl age 15 -17 from our community to go. Do you know of 

someone who might be inte rested? Stay tuned for more info on 
this fun event!  
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Yellowstone in the Off Season  

Put at the end  
 

By Laura Brunton  

 
On an October trip to Yellowstone we discovered the advantages of 

traveling in the fall.  We had great fall colors, fewer cars, more animals, 
and no large crowds at all the geothermal sites. The one disadvantage 
was that a few of the roads were closed, so we had to do some back 

tracking instead of being able to circle the whole park in one loop.  
However the park is so beautiful that you donôt mind seeing the same 

area more than once.   
  If you are an animal lover there are a lot to see.  The herds of bison 
are all over the park with this yearôs new calves. The elk roaming 

around bugling to the other males is really an unusual sound to hear, 
and you are v irtually guaranteed to see them in an óurbanô setting at 

Mammoth within the park and in the gateway towns just outside.  In the 
remote northeast corner of the park we spent a half hour watching a 
coyote hunt and howl at the other coyotes in the area.  We had  been 

hoping to see the wolves this trip but they were in hiding.  There are 
special tours to study the wolves.  There are always the wild life 

photographers trying to get a good shot of the animals.  
  We did get a little snow while we were visiting.  Some ro ads closed, 
but most were plowed and open within hours.  However a few weeks 

later most of the parkôs roads were closed for the winter. Access then is 
by snowcoach and snowmobile or, for the intrepid, by skis or 

snowshoes.  The lone road kept plowed is in th e northeast  corner, to 
allow access to a couple of small towns which would otherwise be cut 

off.  Weôre thinking of going back in the new year to see the wintering 
Bison along this corridor, and perhaps luxuriate in a snowcoach tour . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The first Rotary Club was formed in downtown Chicago  by attorney Paul P. 

Harris  on February 23, 1905. Harris held the first meeting with three friends, Silvester Schiele, 
coal merchant, Gustave E. Loehr, mines engineer and Hiram E. Shorey, tailor. The members 
chose the name Rotary because they rotated club meetings to each member's o ffice each 

week . 

Rotary Fun Fact  
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Donôt Miss the District Conference! 
 

Register Online  or use the PDF Registration   
 

 
The Hyatt Regency Resort and Spa is now accepting reservations 

until April 5, 2010  for the nights of April 22 -24. The special rate is 

$149.00 per night plus  taxes and parking. Please call the hotel 
directly at  

1 - 831 - 372 - 1234 or 1 - 800 - 554 - 9288   

and mention  
Rotary District 5170 Conference  

for this special rate.  

 
 
  
 
 

http://www.crsadmin.com/EventPortal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=9eb4fefa-b0ac-4f9d-a68b-4233bbffe6da
http://www.rotary5170.org/events/downloads/conf10_registration.pdf
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Red Badge Profile: Janet Filice Thompson  

 
By Steve Tate  

 
  Janet just celebrated her 30 th  wedding anniversary with husband 
Mike.  Janet is the youngest of four siblings with a 16 year older 

brother.  Son Aaron, 28 years old, works at the State Department in 
Washington D.C. and paid for his graduated degree by being a $70,000 

champion on Jeopardy!   Daughter Megan, 27, is a CPA working for her 
dad at his firm up in San Jose.  In addition to doing tax work, Mike is a 
forensic accountant who frequently serves as an expert witness in 

court.  
  Mike and Janet moved to San Martin from San Jose eight years ago 

and love the South County area.  When her children were young, Janet 
got he r law degree at Santa Clara and formed a partnership in a family 
law mediation firm in Santa Cruz where she served as the managing 

partner up until two years ago.  She took advantage of an offer to sell 
her interest in the firm, and went out on her own wher e she can spend 

most of her time on actual mediation instead of management, what she 
really enjoys.  Janet also volunteers pro tem work for the court.  
   Janet and Mike love to travel and have made many trips abroad to 

both Europe and Asia.  Janet also play s guitar, likes to cook and invests 
some free time to make sure she stays current on family law.  She went 

through Leadership Morgan Hill last year and enjoyed the experience 
and the friendships made.  
  Janet joined Rotary because it has the ñright approachò toward 

philanthropy, you can count on the money being used the right way on 
causes that are really important.  And, she says, it is a really fun group!   

Got that right!  
  Looking forward, Janet wants to keep working as a mediator and build 

her practice wh ile continuing her pro tem volunteer work and getting 
even more active in the community, broadening her network of friends.  
  You might want to ask Janet about her whirlwind romance, 

culminating in being engaged two months after she met Mike and being 
marr ied three months later!  
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A bit of Morgan Hill and Rotary History  

By Davlyn Giovanetti -Quick  

  How many times when friends or family have come to visit 

you for the first time have they told you they saw Morgan Hill on the 
way in and it was a beautiful little mountain?  
  Living here for 21 years, I canôt believe how many times I 

have heard this, El Toro Mountain mistaken as ñMorgan Hillò.  
 Martin Murphy Sr. bought 9000 acres in 1845 known as the 

Rancho Ojo de Agua de la Coche. Mr. Murphy was a leader of  the 
first party of pioneers to cross the Sierra Nevada range at Truckee Pass. This later became 
the route for Southern Pacific Railroad.  The Murphyôs eventually made their home in the 

valley below El Toro Mountain.  
  Mr. Murphy had 7 children and ended up  purchasing over 70,000 acres in the South 

County area.  
 In 1882, Diana, daughter of Daniel, Martin Murphyôs Son, secretly married Hiram 
Morgan Hill. When Daniel died, his daughter inherited 4500 acres in the original rancho 

below El Toro.   
 Diana and Hir am decided to build a beautiful estate which they eventually named the 

Villa Mira Monte which is located on Monterey Avenue in Morgan Hill. To this day it stands 
and has been restored and is used for events such as weddings. Rotary played a key part in 

thi s restoration. Jennifer Tate, our Major Steve Tate and fellow Rotarians wife is President of 
the Historical Society which takes care and maintains the property and does tours of Villa 
Mira Monte.  

 In 1898 Southern Pacific built a Station the railroad refer red to as Huntington, but 
many visitors would request the train to stop at ñMorganôs Ranchò or ñMorgan Hillôs Houseò, 

hence changing the name to Morgan Hill.  
 In 1896 Morgan Hill had a population of 250, two Hotels, a post office, a restaurant, 
some shops and many churches. By 1906 Morgan Hill was incorporated and the population 

grew to 1000 by 1909.  
 By the 1920ôs Morgan Hill was known for its many orchards of plums, apricots, apples, 

walnuts and much more.  
 While driving around town notice the street names.  There is Diana Ave, Murphy Ave, 
Morgan Ct., and also Martin Murphy Junior High School.  

 In 1955 Rotary Club of Morgan Hill was established.  
 Our Club has an amazing history. We have Al Leonetti  who  joined the club in 1956 

and is still a current memb er 53 years later. Doug Downer  with almost 47 years,  Bob 
Foster , 44 years, Roger Knopf  and Dan Gregg  with almost 34 years and Lee Olson , 30 
years and many more with 25 plus years.  

 We still have past presidents in our club. They are Roger Knopf  (80 -81), Be rnie 
Barke  (87 -88), Jim Jiesel  (93 -94), Gary Sargenti  (95 -96), Arlene Greenberg  (96 -97), 

David De La Cuesta  (97 -98) Steve Schwab  (00 -01), Steve Tate  (03 -04), John Tarvin  
(04 -05) Lou Mirviss  (06 -07) Ken Hulick  (07 -08) and Carl Reinhardt  (08 -09). Arlene 
Gree nberg  a past president is also one of our past District Governors.  

 We have f ather and son Rotarians that are past and current Presidents Bob and  Del 
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Foster exactly 30 years apart and one of  the first three women voted in to a formerly  all 
menôs Rotary club in 1988, Sherry Quick . We also have many husband and wife Rotarians. 

They are Tracy and  Danny Newquist , Roger and Janie Knopf , Carl and  Terry 
Schindler , Jerry and  Judy Pyle , David and  Sandy De La Cuesta  and Davlyn and (the 
late) John  Quick .  

 Morgan Hill has grown so much since it was established as a corporation in 1906. We 
now have over 44,000 citizens, many schoo ls, a great police department, ( Chief Cummings 

is a Rotarian) very successful businesses and diversity of people. For rec reation, we have 
Anderson Lake and Henry Coe Park for a quick escape. There are Award winning wineries to 
bring our guests, all the shopping we need from here to Gilroy, and letôs not forget the great 

Recreation center and outdoor swim center and Soccer fi elds.  
 Morgan Hill is a great place to live, work and just hang out for many reasons. We have 

amazing history, recreation, schools and some of the best people you will find in the world, 
Rotarians.  

 

Helping our 
neighbors  

 

 
 

Help the South County 

Garden Railroaders gather 
food for the St Joseph 

Center.  

 

Rotarians Invited to St . Joseph Center & 
Community Pantry  Benefit, June 26  

By Mike Withrow  

The Bay Area Garden Railway 
Societyôs South County 

Garden Railroaders  invite you 
to our 16 th  annual Garden 

Layout Tour  to benefit the 
ñSt. Josephôs Center & 
Community Pantryò 

The event is 9am to 4pm 
Saturday, June 26. Visit 13 
model railroads running thru 

some of the most unusual backyard gardens in Morgan Hill, Gilroy, 
Hollister and Salinas. Ple ase bring non perishable food [canned 

goods, pasta, cereal, etc] to donate [cash or check to ñSt. Josephôs 
Family Centerò or ñthe Community Pantryò also gratefully accepted] 
and pickup a guide book after June 1 st  at the All Aboard Junction 

train store at 8 355 Monterey Street, Gilroy [behind Cottage Floors], 
Garden Accents at 11155 Lena Avenue, Gilroy [near 101 -Masten 

exit], BookSmart at 80 East 2nd Street, Morgan Hill [Near Depot 
Street at RR Tracks].  

For more information visit ñwww.bagrs.org/FoodDriveò or call Pat 

[408 -846 -8841] or Dale [408 -848 -1440] or Email 
ñdalemcanally@verizon.net ò or Dave [408-842 -1843] . 

Every year a group of Garden Rail road Hobbyist s in the South Bay 

http://www.bagrs.org/FoodDrive
mailto:dalemcanally@verizon.net
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have a food drive/Garden Railroad Tour in our community to 
benefit St Josephs Family Center in Gilroy and the C ommunity 

Pantry in Hollister.          

  We love to have the Rotary Club share the day with us. We ask 
that our visitors bring a donation of non perishable food when they 
pick up a guide book at our local train store, All Aboard Junction & 

Garlic City Books  in Gilroy, BookSmart  in Morgan Hill or Garden 
Accents  in San Martin. This food is donated to the St Josephs 

Family Center & the Community Pantry to feed the hungry in our 
communities.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

March is Literacy Month 

By Lou Mi rviss  

The traditional definition of ñliteracyò is considered to be the ability to 
read and write, or the ability to use language ïto read, write, listen, and 

speak. The United N ations Educational, Scientific  and Cultural 
Organization UNESCO has drafted the following definition: ñLiteracy is 

the ability to identify, unders tand, interpret, create, communicate and 
compute, using printed and written materials associated with varying 
contexts. ò 

Literacy involves a continuum of learning to enable an individual  to 

achieve his or her goals, to develop his or her knowledge and pote ntial,  
and to participate fully in the wider society.ò 

The standards for what constitutes ñliteracyò vary, depending on social, 

cultural and political context. For example, a basic literacy standard  in 
many societies is the ability to read the newspaper. I ncreasingly,  many 

societies require literacy with computers and other digital technologies.  

Many policy analysts consider literacy rates a crucial measure of a  
regionôs human capital. This claim is made on the grounds that literate 
people can be trained less expensively than illiterate people, generally  

have a higher socio -economic status and enjoy better health and 
employment  prospects. Policy makers also argue that literacy increases 

job  opportunities and access to higher education.  

Did you know that  fo r years the Morgan Hill Interactors from Live Oak 
and Sobrato  High Schools have a reading and tutoring class weekly at 
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the Bacardo's  Learning Center on Monterey Road in San Martin?  This 
program began several years  ago and  hopefully will continue as long as  

needed.  

Literacy Fast Facts:  

Å Worldwide, about 800 million people over age 15 lack basic reading 
and writing skills. More  than 64 percent of them are women.  

Å About 113 million children do not attend school. 

Statistics from UNESCO 

 

 
 

Member Recounts Experiences in Uganda  
By Lorena Touhey  

 
  In January, I traveled to Uganda, Africa with several 

people from Oregon, Washington, California and  even 
Georgia. By the time we all met up over a two week 
period, there were a total of 13 people.  

Some Rotarians, some not, but all interested in projects 
currently in place in several villages through  the help of 

several Rotary clubs in the 
western U. S.  
  Even before I became a 

Rotarian, I had been receiving 
information about these 

projects and started  do ing my own browsing on the internet to see 
videos and pictures. It was eye -opening and from there  
my interest grew.  Our base was a ñB & Bò, a Rotarian from 

Entebbe had built in his home village in Maundo, in the  Tororo 
District. No running water or flushin g toilets, but very comfortable, 

clean home with bedrooms,  bathing areas and latrines.  
  Most of the villages were primarily the same, some larger, some  

smaller, but all with the same needs  and lifestyles. Water is a huge 
problem and although boreholes or wells or protected springs have 
been  installed through various groups, villagers have to trek, 

sometimes as far as 4 km and more, to fill  jerricans for the days 
use. Usually children are sent on this errand and it was amazing to 

see small  children lugging these filled jerricans, sometimes on top 
of their small heads.  
  We saw how people cooked with the typical 3 rock ñstoveò. A few were lucky and had the 

rocket  stoves, where special handmade bricks were used for fuel. We saw where people slept 


